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The congregation at the Whately Congregational Church typically decorates the altar with Easter flowers in honor and
Greenfield
Page the
: A03
memoryRecorder
of others.- 04/14/2020
This year, the congregation decided to decorate the church itself so that everyone could celebrate
day. The church also shared a virtual service, using Zoom, with the First Congregational Church of Hatfield.

GREENFIELD

Housing Authority names interim director
By ZACK DeLUCA
Staff Writer

GREENFIELD — The
Greenfield Housing Authority
has announced the appointment of retired housing court
Judge William H. Abrashkin
to the position of interim executive director.
According to Greenfield
Housing Authority Chair
Butch Hawkins, Abrashkin’s
appointment enables the
housing authority to improve
operations while it seeks to
identify a permanent director.
Hawkins said Abrashkin has
a substantial amount of experience in public housing administration, and recently
provided guidance for both
the Springfield Housing Authority and the Franklin
County Regional Housing and
Redevelopment Authority.
“We are very excited to
have him guide the Greenfield Housing Authority during this time and are looking
forward to getting him up and
running,” Hawkins said.
Abrashkin is taking over
the role of outgoing Executive
Director Daniel Finn, who is
retiring after six years in the

role, and 15 total years with is
straightforward,”
the organization.
Abrashkin said. “Housing in
The Greenfield Housing general, and affordable housAuthority is continuing to ing in particular, is central to
consider applicants for a per- the quality of people’s lives,
manent hire, and originally and to the fabric of the comhad interviews lined up for munity. ... The Greenfield
later this month.
Housing
Authority
Hawkins said the curposition is a continurent health crisis will
ation of this focus,
delay the interview
and an opportunity to
process and he sent
draw on the experiletters notifying apence and knowledge
plicants of this. He
of a long career to
hopes to find a perhelp, to the best of
manent hire within
my ability, an agency
the next six months.
that assists many
ABRASHKIN
“We knew the propeople in need — elcess was going to be length- derly, disabled, low-income.”
ened, and needed someone in
According to its website,
management to deal with the the Greenfield Housing Aucurrent situation,” Hawkins thority ’s mission is “to prosaid.
vide safe, decent and sanitary
Housing has been a cen- housing conditions for low-intral focus of Abrashkin’s ca- come families and to manage
reer. He worked first as an at- resources efficiently. Its purtorney, then as a housing pose is to promote personal,
court judge, later holding the economic and social upward
position of executive director mobility, and to provide famiof the Springfield Housing lies the opportunity to make
Authority and spending a the transition from subsiterm as interim executive di- dized to non-subsidized housrector of the Franklin County ing.”
Abrashkin said he wants to
Regional Housing and Redeassist these members of the
velopment Authority.
“The reason for this focus community, many of whom
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have worked all their lives.
The majority of residents who
are not elderly or disabled
work in the local economy,
take home paychecks and pay
taxes, but do not earn enough
to afford market-rate housing.
While COVID-19 continues
to present challenges to residents and staff, Abrashkin
has immediately begun working to implement federal and
state guidelines designed to
ensure the health and safety
of all housing authority members. Currently, Greenfield
Housing Authority employees
are working from home.
“I have only been in the position of interim executive director for a couple of weeks,
but that’s long enough for me
to be greatly impressed by
the skill and dedication of the
Greenfield Housing Authority
staff,” he said. “Many work
long hours above and beyond
the call of duty to serve the
public. It is a privilege to get
to know and to work with
them.”
Zack DeLuca can be reached
at zdeluca@recorder.com or
413-930-4579.
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